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Winchester Warriors Junior Cricket Association 
 

District Clubs Meeting 
Tuesday 4th October, 2016 at 7.30pm 
Room IT6 (Community Building) Henry Beaufort School 
 
Minutes:  Adam Clemett, Broughton CC 
 
Minutes of the Meeting 
 
Present: 
Tim Milligan (TM)  Chairman 
Colin Smith (CS)  General Secretary 
Steve Whitlock (SW)  Treasurer 
John Stroulger (JS)  Meetings Secretary 
Bill Brown (BB)  Compton & Chandlers Ford 
Catherine Trussler (CT) Committee/St. Cross 
Graham Dodsworth (GD) District Girls’ Cricket Manager  
Shirley Robbins (SR)  IBM Hursley 
Adam Clemett (AC)  Broughton 
Steven Wood (SW)  Fair Oak 
Richard Macer (RM)  Rules Sub-committee/Sparsholt 
Dave Hinton (DH)  Twyford 
Kate Bittles (KB)  Twyford 
Jim Ley (JL)   Sparsholt 
James Wymbs (JW)  Bishop’s Waltham 
Gary Wright (GW)  Trojans 
Steve Biddlecombe (SB) Otterbourne 
Dean Osman (DO)  St. Cross 
Sarah Flynn (SF)  Hursley Park 
Graham Croft (GC)  Easton & Martyr Worthy 
Philip Smith (PS)  Hedge End 
Ian Crowley (IC)  Hedge End 
Pete Spain (PS)  Tichborne Park  
 
 
 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions 
TM welcomed everyone to the District Clubs Meeting. 
 
2. Apologies for Absence: 
Graeme McRobert (GM) Fixtures Secretary 
John Cook (JC)   Hampshire Cricket Board 
Steve Wallis (SW)  District Coach 
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3. Minutes  
The Minutes of the meeting of Tuesday 22 March, 2016 were signed as a true record with no 
matters arising. 
 
4. 2016 Presentation Evening 
Steve Wallis, Graham Dodsworth and Shirley were commended for their hard work and 
enthusiasm, welcoming guests and guiding them throughout the evening.  The feedback was 
very positive and the layout considered a great improvement on previous seasons.  The event 
was considered a great success. 
 
5. Summer Season 2016 Review 
1) Un-played games – causes, solutions, forfeiture 

 In common with previous seasons, most clubs reported a struggle to accommodate 
early games due to the shortness of the season; 

 Graeme McRobert (GM) tweaks fixtures to accommodate clubs that need to play away, 
particularly early in the season where a club may share facilities with, say,  football.  He 
also circulates clubs asking them to flag dates that cannot be played for any other 
reason, and does his utmost to take account of them when scheduling fixtures.  TM 
emphasised the difficulty in delaying the start of the season to take account of weather 
and pitch conditions due to the shortness of the season, and that it was preferable to 
maintain the present starting date, but for clubs to make best endeavours to re-
schedule un-played games;     

 Where games fail to happen because one team notifies the other at short notice that 
they cannot raise a side:  general view was sympathy for team managers who are let 
down by parents at the last minute and that in such circumstances it was felt to be 
unfair to impose forfeits on clubs in that event; 

 It was suggested that if the home team said they hadn’t got a pitch available, there 
should be a forfeit (penalty) against that team. 

 It was also suggested (DO) that every game that was played should attract a two point 
bonus for both teams. 

 CT clarified that forfeiture doesn’t affect averages provided the minimum number of 
qualifying games (60% of scheduled) are played; 

 CS suggested short-sided games shouldn’t be a reason not to play – could games 
nevertheless be played with fewer players? 

 TM – was there a case for reducing compulsory number? 

 General view was to use discretion rather than cancel a game; 

 CS suggested the use of fielding subs; 

 General consensus was that numbers were best left to team managers on the day; 

 Not thought in the Rules – could be put in guidelines.  RM – to come up with guidelines 
for AGM in Jan – will put it to Rules sub-committee on numbers and age group. 

2) Fixtures 

 CS asked whether clubs had a preferred date for earlier notification to organise pitches, 
etc; 

 TM – GM known to be worried about getting details in time; 

 Agreed that the current system is about right, and that we should remain as we are – 
namely, by mid-March, with approximately 1 month’s notice sufficient for mid-April 
fixtures; 
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 Conclusion - stay as we are with GMcR to communicate timeline. 
3) Results reporting 

 CS reported Results Secretaries having difficulty getting results in; 

 It was pointed out that, not only did WW require this information for the efficient 
running of the league, but that HCB required fixture statistics to satisfy their 
requirement to report figures to the ECB figures; 

 There was a reluctance to insist on fines.  Forfeiture instead of fines was thought to be 
too heavy a penalty.  Communication considered preferable.  Would clubs please try to 
ensure prompt reporting; 

 GD suggested the use of bonds, as had happened in the past; 

 Should there be incentives for early reporting? To reward 1st-3rd for promptness?  
Perhaps a prize for the best club?   Clubs supported incentives for reporting. 

 Was there an appetite to add more detail, such as on averages etc? (TL).  GD suggested 
clubs could use the additional functionality of Play-Cricket to compile detail for their 
own purposes.  TL thought this was too much detail for WW, and that notable 
performances only need be reported; 

4) CS on behalf of GM – overview –  

 U-9s – at least ½ played and reported; 

 U-11s – 57 played, 13 abandoned, 2 forfeited; 

 U-13s – 54 played, 0 abandoned, 2 forfeited; 

 U-15s – 37 played, 11 abandoned, 3 forfeited 

 Totals – 148 played, 24 abandoned, 27 forfeited. 
5) Wooden or plastic bats 

 GD – at U-9s, he was concerned that wooden bats were too heavy, thus poorly held and 
inhibiting progress and development; 

 Options: 
i) Rule change to require plastic bats only; 
ii) Recommend plastic bats; 
iii) Do nothing. 

 Shirley Robbins (SR) was willing to draw up guidance.  Graham Croft (GC), however, said 
Easton & Martyr Worthy have such guidance on their website which he was willing to 
email to CS for circulation.   (Later:  GC mailed to CS promptly) 
 

6. Indoor Winter Progamme: 2016/17 
Steve Wood (SW) / CS: 

 The options considered: 
i. Leagues; 

ii. Tournament; 
iii. Coaching sessions. 

 7 clubs had already expressed interest in participating.  Favourite option was a 
session once a month.  2 clubs preferred a session to happen for a couple of 
weekends near the beginning of the season. 

 CS/SW/GD to put their heads together and sort something out. 
 

7. Development Business and District Squads 

 Girls 

 GD/CT now only girls since responsibility for boys has moved to District RPC; 
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 There were 93 nominations at U-11, U-13 and U16, from 15 teams, across 9 
clubs; 

 GD/CT keen for suggestions for how to get more girls playing. 

 Training courses: 

 Excellent courses were once again run in scoring, umpiring and team 
management; 

 There was very good feedback from those who attended, but numbers were 
low; 

 It was agreed to run them again next year and clubs were urged to promote the 
courses widely. 

 It was suggested that clubs might like to have a fundraising course. Agreed to 
test that out and see if there was demand. 

 GD solicited requests from clubs for help 
o It was suggested that the website could have a forum for the exchange of 

ideas; 
o He encouraged clubs to utilise the shared expertise; 
o Details of a planned young leaders course to be circulated once details have 

been finalised.  Perhaps involving Duke of Edinburgh’s Award volunteers. 

 Fundraising 
o JL – requested a sharing of information on sources of funding; 
o GD suggested Cricket Unleashed as a source of information; 
o Sport England and Club Matters were recommended as sources of additional 

information. 
 

8. Finance Business 
Steve Whitlock (SW) 

 volume and activity has decreased since boys moved to Regional (Hampshire 
Cricket) 

 Harlick Trophy grant money likely to cease sometime soon 

 Day courses (umpiring, scoring) operated at a loss – bringing in £160 but costing 
£260. 

 At end of financial year, likely to show a decline in revenue of circa £2,000. 

 If there was funding available, it was suggested that a supply of match balls to 
clubs would be a good way of using such funds. 

 
9. Cricket for Kenya 

Jim Ley (JL) was invited to speak about East African Cricket Foundation 

 Glad to receive any amount of reasonable quality kit to send in support of 16 
schools; that represented 4,000 children playing cricket per week. 

 Any club with surplus serviceable kit please email JL to jimhelenley@gmail.com 

 TM – each club please circulate parents. 

 JL to provide a website link. 
 

10. Hampshire Cricket Board Coaches Association 

 GD – HCBCA has reverted to Hampshire Cricket Board 

 There are planned workshops in coaching batting/bowling, etc. to be held at Alton 

mailto:jimhelenley@gmail.com
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 Creative talent course is to be held at Winchester University Jan 2017 to which GD 
recommended coaches should go. 

  
11. Hampshire Cricket Board and County Business 

 In his absence, JC asked that Cricket Unleashed be mentioned and expressed the 
hope that all junior organisers be represented; 

 Roles and responsibilities are changing – JC to focus on schools programme (Chance 
to Shine) and coach education at county level; 

 RPC/HC – CS to feedback and let him know. 
 
12. AOB 

 Gary Wright (GW) said Trojans are in need of helpers and coaches for their U-9 – GD 
agreed to liaise; 

 GD informed the meeting that there are approximately 600 qualified Hampshire 
cricket coaches yet, as only 10% are active, most clubs struggle to get coaches; 

 GW stepping down as Trojans junior co-ordinator to take up role of Club Chairman.  
He will email details of his replacement.   GW was thanked and congratulated on his 
successful co-ordination of Trojans Juniors for the past few years. 

 
13. Dates of Next District Club Meetings (all in Room IT6 Henry Beaufort School) 

 Tuesday 31st January, 2017 (minutes -  Andover CC) 

 Tuesday 21st March, 2017  (minutes – Longparish CC) 
 
TM thanked everyone for their contribution and closed the meeting. 
 


